INTRODUCTION AND EXPLANATION

•
Moderator introduce yourself and notetaker (include # of years in home health practice, if appropriate).
• CHPR studies help answer policy questions that affect nursing practice.
• You have been asked to participate in this focus group to help us understand decision making in home health care.
• The group discussion is scheduled to last approximately 1-1/2 hours and will include some general questions regarding home health practice as well as two case studies.
• We will be providing ___________________ as a thank you for your participation.
• We want you to feel comfortable sharing your thoughts and ideas.
• Participation is completely voluntary and everything that is said, tape recorded, and written down from this group will remain confidential.
• No individual or agency names will be used in summary reports.
• We are tape recording the session so that other CHPR researchers will be able to hear the discussion.
• Please don't use names; rather, use numbers.
• Moderator will also take notes so she can summarize at end of discussion.
• Ground Rules/Suggestions:
1.
Active participation by everyone is encouraged: please remember that everyone has something to contribute.
2.
Basic courtesies need to be observed: please do not interrupt each other.
3.
Share any thoughts or ideas you may have.
4.
Personal respect is important: all ideas and input are helpful and will be treated as such.
5.
If you speak first on one question, let someone else speak first on the next. 
B. Key Questions
Now I am going to present and hand out two case studies regarding home health patients.
The case studies have been left purposefully vague and there is some missing information since the charts for these patients are not available. I would like you to imagine that you inherited these cases and that this is all the information that you have. After reading the case studies, I will ask some questions. These questions are for discussion and there are no right or wrong answers. We understand that many factors go into decisions about discharge and recertification. Please be sure you include all of these in your comments. Moderator: It is not necessary that the group reach consensus as to whether the patient is discharged or recertified. I would like to hear and write down everyone's ideas.
Vignette #1
7. Which of the considerations you've mentioned were the most important in your decision making?
Moderator: Again, it is not important that you reach consensus. I will put a check mark next to those items that are important in anyone's opinion. This will just give us an idea of those issues that have the highest priority. 
